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Tinea capitis: correlation of clinical presentations to 
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Dear Editor,

-

gi have an ecologic predilection regarding their adaptation to the 

environment and can be divided into three large groups according 

to their habitat: geophilic, zoophilic and anthropophilic.1 Geophilic 

Microsporum gypseum as their representative, and zoo-

Microsporum canis and Trichophyton mentagrophytes 

var. mentagrophytes.2 

-

, Trichophyton 

tonsurans, Trichophyton schoenleinii, Trichophyton mentagrophytes var. 

interdigitalis and Trichophyton rubrum.1,2

tinea capitis can be divided 
1 Alopecic tineas are represented 

-

FIGURE 1: A1 and A2); alopecic trichophytosis (B1 and B2); and kerion Celsi (C1 and C2) 
Microsporum 

canis macroculture showing white, cottony colonies with a bright-yellow reverse (D1) and microculture with hyaline septate hyphae and 
D2); Trichophyton tonsurans macroculture with powdery, brownish and 

E1) and microculture with hyaline septate hyphae and interspersed microconidia (E2)
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TABLE 1: Correlation between the clinical presentation and the agents isolated in fungal cultures

CLINICAL PRESENTATION M. canis M. gypseum T. tonsurans T. mentagrophytes TOTAL

Alopecic
Microsprosis 0 0 28

Trichophytosis 0 11 0 20

Kerion celsi 2 1 1 9

TOTAL 30 1 26 1 57

Mi-

crosporum sp, and the trichophytosis, where the alopecic lesions are 

Trichophyton sp (Figure 1).1–3

tinea capitis -

ppurative (or kerion Celsi) kerion Celsi, the clinical pre-

with edema, rubor and purulent discharge, evolving many times 

to cicatricial alopecia (Figure 1).1,2 The agents commonly isolated 

by masses resembling yellow, concave crusts (scutula or godet), with 

a central hair, with a rat urine smell. The etiologic agent most com-

monly associated to this presentation is T. schoenleinii.1,2 

tinea capitis 

2017 and correlated their clinical aspects to the agents isolated in 

The results are in accordance to data published in other ar-

was M. canis T. tonsurans M. gypseum 

and T. mentagrophytes, 

The most common clinical presentation was 

-

T. schoenleinii 

. 

-

microsporosis and kerion Celsi pattern,  in this study we observed 

M. canis -

crosporosis cases caused by T. tonsurans. These data can be interpret-

ed based in the immunological response that each patient presents 

 cases related to T. tonsurans, anthropophilic 

-

Tinea capitis 

Trichophyton -

Microsporum sp,1,3 even though 

Trichophyton sp cases, as long as 

support with the statistical procedures. 
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