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Dear Editor, 

Immunocompromised patients with hematologic neo-

-

plex virus (HSV) should be seriously considered in these cases, as 

-

1

-

-

ing diagnosed with chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) 18 months 

observed: one on the right epicanthus, measuring 3 × 2cm; the other 

-

mogram showed important leukocytosis (76,920), with 73,074 lym-

phocytes. Tomographic exams showed bilateral axillary, para-aor-

tic, and intercostal lymphadenomegaly, hepatic and splenic hilar 

lymphadenomegaly, and splenomegaly. 

-

multinucleation, ground-glass chromatin and molded nuclei. The 

-

morphism, hyperchromatism and grooved nuclei (Figure 2). Given 

FIGURE 1: Two 

exulcerated 
center, located 
on the right 
epicanthus and 

region

FIGURE 2: Ulcerated epidermis and remaining epithelium presenting 

necrosis, keratinocytes with karyomegaly, multinucleation, groun-
-

pleomorphism, hyperchromatism, and grooved nuclei (Hematoxy-
lin & eosin, x100)
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FIGURE 3: 

Post-treatment, 
healed lesions

the cytologic atypia and the patient’s underlying disease, the mate-

lymphoblastic leukemia antigen; CALLA), deoxynucleotidyl trans-

-

-

sicular eruption on an erythematous base. The diagnosis is made, 

in most cases, based on clinical history, dermatological examination 

and the Tzanck test.2 However, in immunocompromised patients, 

-

-

ral culture, or a cutaneous biopsy with immunohistochemistry may 
3

-

4

-

-

and involve chromatin marginalization, ballooning and a ground-

-

keratinocytes and reticular degeneration. Ballooning is a cytologi-

-

intercellular bridges (secondary acantholysis). In the surrounding 
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cases studied

-

trophils, and multinucleated giant cells, though variable patterns 

5

Wain et al. (2008) described two immunocompromised 

-

-
4 just as in the case 

a patient with leukemia or another immunocompromising condi-

tion.1 For these patients, even providing a good anamnesis and a 

-

topathological and immunohistochemical exams. 
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